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CPDA Leaders Heading to Washington, DC 
Members of the CPDA EPA Task Force will be in Washington DC, next month to meet with senior Biden 
Administration officials and CPDA allies.  On the docket is the Pesticide Registration Improvement Act (PRIA), 
EPA funding and the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The Task Force will meet with the following people: 

• Rod Snyder, Agricultural Advisor to EPA Administrator Michael Regan.  Rod is a DC veteran who has 
lobbied for the National Corn Growers Association and CropLife America.  Most recently, he was the 
President & CEO of Field-to-Market. 

• Ed Messina, Director, EPA’s Office of Pesticide Programs. Members of his senior staff will join Ed. 
• Rick Keigwin, EPA Deputy Assistant Administrator.  Rick is a career EPA employee who now leads the 

Agency’s efforts to reauthorize PRIA.  
• Kimberly Nesci, Director of USDA’s Office of Pest Management Policy.   
• Jamie Johansson, President, California Farm Bureau.  
• Rebeckah Adcock, VP, International Fresh Produce Association.  Rebeckah has 20+ years’ experience 

in agriculture with stints at the Kentucky and American Farm Bureau, as a Capitol Hill staffer, lobbyist 
for CropLife America and as legal advisor to Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue. 

With a full agenda, CPDA continues to move the needle to address member priorities. 
  
The Endangered Species Act & Pesticides: Impacts to CPDA Members 
In January, EPA announced that before they register any new conventional active ingredient, they 
will conduct an ESA assessment to determine potential effects on threatened or endangered 
species.  If they find effects, EPA will “consult” with either the National Marine Fisheries Service or 
the Fish and Wildlife Service.  If the consultation process determines that a product could cause 
“jeopardy or adverse modification,” EPA must add mitigation measures to the label before they can 
issue the registration. 

	



This announcement is the result of 20+ years of litigation where activist groups have used the courts 
to insert the ESA into the pesticide registration process.  Congress passed the Federal Insecticide 
Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) to serve as the sole statute for regulating pesticide use to 
protect human health and the environment, including endangered species.  Courts have now 
concluded that EPA must apply ESA standards to FIFRA-approved pesticide registrations.    	

This will have a significant impact on CPDA members.  Because EPA doesn’t have the resources to 
conduct timely assessments, EPA has said that they will use PRIA dollars to pay for the court-
mandated biological assessments.  This means that PRIA decisions that are already behind schedule 
will lag even more, making EPA’s resource needs even more challenging.  Not only does CPDA need 
to push for full PRIA funding, but for money to fund EPA’s ESA obligations.  On top of that, the review 
of older products through reregistration will slow or stop entirely.  The ones that survive could face 
ESA-mandated restrictions that will make scores of products unusable.   	

Fixing this issue through amending the ESA is a non-starter in Congress.  The ESA is the crown jewel for 
activist groups.  Lawmakers who have tried to amend ESA have been run out of Congress.  If any law is 
politically bulletproof, this is it. 
  
PRIA Update & Political Outlook 
Reauthorizing PRIA took a major step forward this week as EPA convened the first meeting between the PRIA 
Coalition, of which CPDA is a member, EPA, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  Overall, there was 
general agreement that each group’s principles were acceptable.   The one exception was the NGO desire 
to include a more “robust” risk assessment process, including the use of epidemiological data, where 
appropriate.  Industry objects to the use of epidemiological data to link exposure to behavior as the data is 
unreliable. With this in mind, here are the next steps: 

• A PRIA reauthorization bill is introduced by members of Congress.   
• The appropriate committees hold hearings to learn from PRIA stakeholders. 
• The bill passes out of the committees and sent to the full Senate and House for approval. 
• If both Chambers pass the bill, it goes to President Biden’s desk for a signature. 

Now for the political realities. We’re running out of time.  Seven weeks remain before Congress takes its 
August recess.  When members come back in September, members in hotly contested races will want to 
return home immediately to campaign.  While some work might get done after the election, members who 
were defeated aren’t likely to be energized to do much of anything. If PRIA isn’t reauthorized this year, then 
we start anew in 2023. 
 


