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We’re launching a new member service designed to keep you up to date on industry news, legislative and 
regulatory issues, and upcoming events.  I hope you enjoy this new bi-weekly format.  
  
CPDA Goes West 
 
It’s been a busy couple of weeks.  On November 1, Scott Rawlins, our Director of Government Relations, and 
I traveled to Sacramento, California to attend Western Plant Health’s Regulatory Conference.  Renee Pinel, 
WPH’s President and CEO and Eric Stein, WPH’s Director of Regulatory Affairs, organized another 
information-packed event highlighted by a Keynote address from Julie Henderson, Director of California’s 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR). We also heard from Dr. Karen Morrison, Chief Deputy Director of 
DPR, who discussed DPR’s priority projects.   
 
Other speakers discussed DPR’s scientific evaluations, environmental monitoring, and CalPEST 
implementation. These sessions gave participants a heads-up on what to expect from DPR in the months and 
years ahead. If you’d like a copy of the PowerPoint presentations from the sessions, please let Carrie Haakana 
(chaakana@cpda.com)  or Chrissy Whitcomb (cwhitcomb@cpda.com) know. 
 
While in Sacramento, Scott and I made a side trip to visit with Christine Birdsong of the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture (CDFA).  Christine is the CDFA Undersecretary, a position she has held since last 
November and is a familiar face to many CPDA members.   
 
Christine has an impressive record of achievement of serving agriculture in a variety of positions.  Before 
joining CDFA, she most recently served as the Senior Vice President and General Counsel for the Sun Valley 
Rice Company.  Prior to that she was General Counsel for the National Cotton Council and from 2011 to 2016 
she served as Counsel for the Committee on Agriculture for the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CPDA News & Notes 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjuvant Advantage for the Sales Agronomist 
  
Many thanks to Daren Coppock and the great team at the Agricultural Retailers Association for sponsoring 
the Adjuvant Advantage for the Sales Agronomist on November 1.  We had a webinar limit of 
approximately 1,000 people and every slot was filled.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A special thanks also goes to webinar instructors Johnnie Roberts and Joe Gednalske of CPDA, who hit it out 
of the park as the survey results show: 
 

1. 70% found it Excellent or Very Good in helping to understand the fundamental use of adjuvants;  
2. 63% found it Excellent or Very Good in helping to sell adjuvants;   

Our conversation with Christine touched on several issues 
but focused on CDFA’s regulation of soil surfactants or 
wetting agents.  These fall under the classification of soil 
amendments in California and are important tools for 
growers, especially in California, because they improve 
irrigation water efficiency and reduce consumption.  Our 
worry is that CDFA will require a surfactant label declaration 
that discloses a company's proprietary formula.    
 
We’ve had a couple of follow-up communications with 
Christine and hope to satisfy CDFA’s regulatory concerns in 
a way that does not reveal confidential business information. 
 

We also met with Louie Brown of Kahn, Soares, and 
Conway.  Louie is a Sacramento agricultural policy 
veteran and trusted advisor to several trade associations 
and commodity groups.   
 
Louie updated us on several issues affecting California 
agriculture, notably the Governor’s goal of implementing 
organic practices on 70% of California’s farm acreage by 
2050.  Louie also provided us an overview of some of the 
state legislative issues on the front burner.  
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Figure 1. The grower facing sales registrants represented 63% 
of the 1,003 total registrants. 

Figure 2. The distribution of grower facing sales registrants across the 
nation’s largest distributors, with Simplot leading at 35% representation.  



3. 66% found it Excellent or Very Good at helping to convey the value of benefits to growers;   
4. 72% found it Excellent or Very Good at explaining what problems adjuvants solve to growers;  
5. 61% found it Excellent or Very Good at showing how adjuvants can save the grower money; and  
6. 95% will attend the next webinar. 

 
If you’d like a copy of the webinar, please contact Carrie or Chrissy in the CPDA office.  Look for more training 
opportunities in 2023 and sign up early as space is limited! 
 
CPDA State Affairs Committee Update 
  
More than 25 CPDA members joined us virtually last week for the quarterly CPDA State Affairs Committee 
meeting.  The group discussed a variety of issues to include: 
 

• The Center for Food Safety lawsuit, asking a court to force EPA to mandate testing requirements for 
tank mixes, formulated products and the effect of adjuvants on a product’s toxicity and residue profile. 

• California DPR’s proposal to regulate and (list?) an adjuvant’s principle functioning agents. 
• The Oregon Department of Agriculture’s potential regulation and labeling of soil amendments.   
• Plastic recycling mandates. 

 
If you’d like to be part of future State Affairs meetings, please send a note to Scott Rawlins at 
srawlins@cpda.com.  
 
CPDA Signs Coalition Letter to Congressional Leaders 
  
CPDA, along with 300+ farm groups and industry associations, co-signed a letter to Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY), House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), 
and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) urging Congress to preempt states from undermining the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), the primary statute governing pesticides.  The 
letter states, in part: 
  

“States are permitted to regulate the sale and use of pesticides under FIFRA but are preempted from 
requiring additional or different pesticide labels or packaging. Nevertheless, in recent years we have 
seen actions from states that directly and unjustifiably contradict EPA’s scientific findings on pesticide 
safety. These actions risk creating an unworkable, inconsistent patchwork of state or municipal 
pesticide labels that can quickly disrupt commerce and access to these much-needed tools. This 
threatens to jeopardize public confidence in EPA’s authority and science-based regulation under 
FIFRA, as well as the continued availability of individual tools on which there are contradictory claims.” 

The letter urges Congress “to reaffirm that EPA is the primary, federal authority under FIFRA for making 
pesticide findings and decisions, and that states may regulate their use, but not impose additional labeling 
or packaging requirements.”  

CPDA Calendar and Upcoming Events 
  
November 29 from 1:00-2:00 pm EST – EPA Teams Meeting for an eCSF demonstration. 
December 13 from 2:00-4:00 pm EST – CPDA Board Meeting Virtual 
December 15 from 4:00-7:00 pm EST – CPDA Holiday Reception, Arlington, Virginia 
March 6-8, 2023 – CPDA Board Meeting and Washington DC Fly-in. 
May 1-3, 2023 – CPDA Adjuvants and Inerts Conference, Austin, Texas 
  

From everyone at CPDA, have a happy and safe Thanksgiving! 

Terry 


