
Protecting Farmer Choice. Strengthening America’s 
Gold-Standard Regulatory System.
American farmers are operating in one of the most economically challenging periods in years, and access to effective crop 
protection tools is more important than ever to keep farms viable and food affordable.

At the same time, the United States maintains the world’s gold-standard regulatory system for crop protection products, one 
built on rigorous science, strong safety protections, and transparency that protects farmers, consumers, and the environment.

In today’s farm economy, congressional support is critical to keeping this system fully resourced, predictable, and responsive  
to real-world agricultural and market pressures. 

Fund EPA’s Office of Pesticide  
Programs (OPP)

OPP functions as a licensing authority for tools farmers  
depend on every season. When reviews slow:

•	 Farmers lose product choices

•	 Competition declines

•	 Input costs increase

•	 Resistance management becomes harder

In today’s farm economy, regulatory delays directly translate into 
higher costs for producers and ultimately for consumers.

2026 Congressional Priority
•	 Fund OPP at $166 million as required in PRIA 5

•	 Support recent backlog reduction progress

•	 Ensure resources translate into timely performance 

 
Reauthorize the Pesticide  
Registration Improvement Act (PRIA 6)

Post-patent crop protection products ensure farmers have  
multiple supply options and price competition across the  
marketplace.

Unpredictable regulatory timelines delay safe products from reaching 
the market, reducing competition and increasing input costs at a time 
farmers can least absorb them.

2026 Congressional Priority
Advance a clean, bipartisan PRIA 6 reauthorization that:

•	� Preserves predictable timelines farmers and CPDA members  
rely on

•	� Improves process efficiency while maintaining EPA’s rigorous 
safety and scientific review standards

 

ESA Implementation that Works  
for Species and Working Lands

ESA requirements are increasingly appearing directly on pesticide 
labels. If mitigation requirements are not practical, productive 
acres will be lost without measurable environmental benefits.

Technologies such as drift reduction adjuvants help:

•	 Reduce off-target movement

•	 Improve on-target application performance

•	 Support compliance while maintaining farmer flexibility

These tools allow environmental protection and production  
agriculture to work together.

2026 Congressional Priority
•	 Support flexible, science-based ESA implementation

•	 Encourage EPA to prioritize field-proven mitigation tools

•	� Maintain voluntary conservation approaches that keep  
working lands productive 

 
Farm Bill 

	 Voluntary conservation programs are one of the  
most successful bipartisan tools for improving environmental 
outcomes while maintaining agricultural productivity.

2026 Farm Bill Focus Areas
•	� Encourage USDA to update Conservation Practice Standards  

to better incorporate modern technologies and precision  
application tools

•	� Support Centers of Excellence that enhance crop production, 
protection and resilience, including the adoption of innovative 
spray technologies such as adjuvants

•	� Expand the use of Technical Service Providers (TSPs) to help 
farmers implement conservation practices efficiently

C O U N C I L  O F  P RO D U C E R S  &  D I S T R I B U TO R S  O F  AG ROT E C H N O LO G Y   |   T H E  B U S I N E S S  C O U N C I L  F O R  AG ROT E C H N O LO G Y 

PRIORITIES

Maintaining a strong, science-based regulatory system supports  
farmer productivity, food affordability and environmental protection.

WHY THIS 
MATTERS



CPDA MEMBERSHIP
Our 86 members represent nearly 90% of the $15 billion U.S. crop protection market

PROTECTING THE ACRE. GROWING THE OPPORTUNITY.
Based near Washington D.C., the Council of Producers and Distributors of Agrotechnology (CPDA)  
is the Business Council for Agrotechnology. Our members provide and distribute the adjuvants,  
inerts and post-patent crop protection tools that farmers rely on. CPDA is working with EPA and  
Congress to cut the regulatory backlog so safe, reliable products reach the field faster. For nearly  
40 years, CPDA has championed science-based regulatory policies that protect the environment  
while preserving growers’ access to safe, effective crop protection tools. We’re also advancing ESA  
compliance options like drift-reduction adjuvants that reduce no-spray buffers. Learn more at cpda.com. 
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